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European Invasion-Genocide or Not 
When the term genocide is used in texts, people think of the intentional mass killings of people from different ethnic groups. What then comes to mind is a situation in Rwanda 1994 and Cambodia or central Europe. This is not all. Actions done by specific ethnic groups to marginalize others and wipe them from the face of society can also amount to genocide. For instance, actions done by Europeans on Native American Indians amounted to genocide. The Indians struggled to keep their land, resources, children, and future but their efforts were usurped by the policies and force that was used by the encroaching Europeans and therefore these qualified to be genocidal. 
The Hutus attacked the Tutsis in Rwanda. Indigenous Indians were attacked by Europeans in California and other parts of America in which case they also responded. Their efforts were defeated since the European forces were stronger. The battle of Washita River and Wounded Knee Massacre are examples where lives were lost. Euro-America expansion made the Native Indians lose grip of their economic, culture, freedom and their future as a whole to colonizing Europeans which in this case amounts to genocide. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It cannot be entirely argued that the Indians received hostility from all European powers that were invading America. The Spaniards had an extremely mixed treatment and view of the Indians. While people like Juan Sepulveda thought that the Indians were backward, committed crimes gain natural law and were immoral; Bartolome de la Casas thought that the Indians should be socialized into Christianity with kindness and not violent hostile takeovers. The underlying motive, however, was to colonize them and exercise economic, political and social hegemony over the Indians which is wiping their very own existence in America. In retrospect this is genocide.  
In this respect, the Euro-American colonialists and Indian encounters in America can be said to be genocide. This is because the Indian race's existence in America was cleansed; many of them were killed while resisting the invasions as well as their power to control their future was lost to the invading Europeans. 
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